
Welcome!  At Kent UMC Youth, we are a safe space where students learn to love, grow, serve, and share together. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast Club offers students food for thought during the morning service.  We start by 
joining the congregation for worship in the Sanctuary, then walk to the Fellowship Hall together as children and youth are 
dismissed.  Our middle school (7th and 8th grade) and senior high (9th-12th grade) groups gather in classrooms for Bible 
study and interactive discussion. On Communion Sundays (the 1st Sunday of each month), we worship with the 
congregation in the Sanctuary for the entire service. 

Students, our aim is to help you as you grow into a mature, independent adult—both in faith, and in life.  We want 
you to know what it’s like to be part of a church family and call Kent UMC “home”.  That’s why we join in worship 
with the adults a little bit each week.  In fact, we encourage you to get involved!  If sitting in the pew isn’t your thing, 
then we invite you to contact a ministry leader and ask if you can receive training and join their team.   

For everyone’s safety and well-being, when our services are taking place and youth ministry programs haven’t 
started, the only places it’s acceptable to be are in the sanctuary or serving on a ministry team.  Parents, please 
be aware that your student remains your responsibility when youth activities are not in session. 

At Sunday Night Youth Group students in grades 6 to 12 gather in the Fellowship Hall for fun activities, 
opportunities to serve our community, and time to explore what God is doing in our lives.  Our schedule through the school 
year may include picnics, bowling, archery, lake days, art nights, service activities, and cooking challenges.  In the summer 
we offer mission weeks for our middle school and high school groups. 

Attention 6th graders!  On Sunday mornings you’ll be in the 5&6th grade class, where you can take the lead on some 
exciting activities- like being an Acolyte, the Christmas Pageant, etc.  But if you feel that you’re ready to be a part of 
our youth activities, we invite you to come and join in the fun and fellowship on Sunday evenings. 

Space for Grace EXTRA is a new ministry for high school juniors and seniors who would like to explore and grow 
their leadership skills.  We’ll meet weekly before youth group to talk about the qualities of a leader and look at some leaders 
in the Bible—many of whom experienced epic fails, but big wins with God’s help.  You’ll also get to help plan and take the 
lead on youth group activities.  Students who are interested can sign up by texting “@s4gextra” to 81010. 

Confirmation is our church’s invitation to high school students to explore their own spirituality. Participants will 
experience Christian teaching about God, Jesus, grace, the church, discipleship, and social justice. They’ll be given tools they 
can use for the rest of their lives to grow in faith. Confirmation at Kent UMC is initiation into adulthood, and we intentionally 
treat young people as if they are ready to wrestle with life’s greatest and most perplexing questions. We believe they are 
ready. This class is the primer on our Christian faith.  Our next confirmation class will take place Sept 2019- May 2020.  

 
We want every student who comes through our doors to feel welcome here.  Therefore our policy of conduct is: 

We build people up, not tear them down.  Encouragement is one of our biggest values at Space for Grace. 

We play hard, but we don’t play fight.  We keep our hands to ourselves and treat everyone with respect. 

We call it as we see it.  If we someone doing something awesome, or something that’s not what we’re about, we say so. 

We mess up and we clean up.  It’s ok to make a mess here.  But we all participate when it’s time to clean up. 
And when someone’s speaking we… listen.  Enough said. 



Parent FAQs 

How do consent forms work?  
We want to try and keep paperwork to a minimum for you.  Please help us keep your student(s) safe and healthy by filling 
out a general program consent form each September, making sure that we have your most up-to-date health and 
emergency contact information.  Then we’ll use an online format for you to give consent to participate in each offsite event 
throughout the year.  You’ll receive links to those consent forms in your weekly email update. 

Digital consent forms MUST be filled out by the parent (not the student), as they are your way of giving 
permission to attend.  Often our activities will have a registration deadline.  This is because deposits need to 
be made for many offsite activities, and sometimes transportation needs to be arranged.  Please help us by 
honoring registration deadlines and letting us know in advance when your student is planning to attend.  

 
How do I pay for trips and activities?  And what if the cost is a problem? 
For events which involve a cost, the web form will ask for a donation of a certain amount.  At Space for Grace we have a 
“pay what you can” policy, which means that we don’t want any student to miss out because of costs.  Our budget is small, 
so we ask that those who can please pay the full amount for an event.  However if you can’t, you can pay whatever amount 
you are able to.  Some families, at times when they are feeling blessed financially, will give twice the amount so that we can 
scholarship another student! When we all do what we can, we make it possible for everyone to participate and be part of 
the fun. 

Is there transportation to offsite events? 
Transportation cannot be guaranteed to each offsite event, although we’ll do our best to provide it when the activity is a 
significant distance from the church.  For activities where transportation is provided (this will be communicated on the 
consent form), please help us by registering within deadlines and arriving for the event.  Our drivers are volunteers and 
parents, aged 24 and over.  There will be a place on the consent form for you to tell us if you’re available to be a driver- 
please help us out when you can! 

A note about youth drivers: Whenever possible, we ask that an adult drops off and picks up your student 
when going to and from youth group.  If you are allowing your student to ride with someone under 18, please 
make sure that the driver is legally licensed to drive and has held their license for more than 6 months 
(according to WA state traffic laws).  We want our students to be safe at all times!   

 

How can I find out about Space for Grace activities and events? 
There are three main ways we communicate information for each coming Sunday, give announcements, and let you know 
about upcoming dates: 

• Subscribe to our weekly email update by emailing Rachel (rdodd@kentmethodist.com), or fill out an online form at 
kentmethodist.com/youth 

• Receive weekly texts by sending the message @s4gparent or @s4gyouth to 81010 
• Check the youth bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 

How does our ministry use text and social media with students? 
Text communications with students and parents are sent through Remind-- which is a service designed for schools, and is 
great for communicating within our safe sanctuary policies.  You can read and respond to texts through your standard text 
service, or download the Remind app.  However, the app is not required in order to use the service, nor should you have to 
enter any credit card details in order to subscribe, receive texts, or use the app. 



At times students will contact Rachel or a volunteer leader directly via text message.  While we encourage students to use 
Remind (where their numbers and messages are not stored directly on our phones), if it is caring to do so we will respond 
via phone to direct text messages.  Students should be aware that text conversations may not be kept confidential, that we 
may at times consult with parents about what was discussed, and we will willingly share the communication feed with 
church leaders or parents if there is any question about a leader’s professional integrity. 

We’ll keep social media feeds for Kent UMC Youth updated throughout the year on Facebook 
(facebook.com/kentUMCyouth) and Instagram (Instagram.com/kentUMCyouth). Social media gives our guests and potential 
new visitors a window to what our youth ministry offers and how they can get involved, and gives you another way of 
finding out about activities and events. Please consider giving permission to share photos of our activities which may include 
your student(s)—names will never be posted with photos, and students will not be tagged in them.  
 

Our Youth Director, Rachel Dodd, feels that social media is an opportunity to demonstrate healthy and constructive 
communication to our students. She will always accept a friend or follow requests from a student, but does not add minors 
as friends unless they make the request, and does not engage in direct (private) message communication with students 
through social media.  

 
How can I help my student grow in faith? 
First, talk with your student about getting involved in our programs and activities.  We understand that sometimes teens are 
shy and don’t always want to be part of a group.  If that’s the case, our leaders are here to help!  You can always talk with us 
one-to-one and help us understand how we can help your student feel most comfortable at Space for Grace. 

Think about purchasing a youth Bible for your son or daughter.  Choose a version that is easy for them to read and 
understand.  If they have grown up in the church they may have received a children’s Bible, but in our time together we’ll 
be helping students grow and mature in their faith as they are growing and maturing physically.  We encourage them to 
bring Bibles and learn how to use them as an important tool for discipleship. 

Go to worship and get involved in church activities together as a family.  By the time our students graduate for high school, 
we want them to know what their gifts are, how they can participate in worship for themselves—and most importantly, that 
Kent UMC will always be a place they can call home.  We want to partner with you in setting an example for our youth of 
healthy, mature faith.  And in those seasons and phases when they just want to pretend like they don’t know you (don’t 
worry- it happens to every family!), our leaders are happy to save them a place in the pew and offer you any prayer or 
support we can. 

Get involved and become a discipler of our youth.  Our program would not be what it is without our parent volunteers.  We 
always have need of administrators, fundraisers, organizers, communicators, designers, and group leaders.  If you can give 
the gift of your time, we’d sure appreciate it!  Contact Rachel to talk about what would be a right fit for you. 

  

Who should I contact if I have any questions, concerns, or just want to talk? 
Rachel Dodd, our Director of Youth Discipleship, is always happy to meet with parents and students as you journey together 
in faith.  You can email her at rdodd@kentmethodist.com, or call/text 530-933-5954. 

Our Pastor, Jim Head-Corliss can be reached in the Church Office at 253-852-3900.  There you can also be connected with 
our Safe Sanctuaries Administrator, Glen Cushman, who is a resource to families if any concerns over a student’s safety 
arises. 

 



The safety and well-being of our students relies on the help of volunteers.  Please let us know if you are able to 
help from time to time (don't worry, you're not signing your life away!) in any of the following areas:
☐Driver for offsite events
☐ Chaperone for offsite events

SPACE for GRACE: Youth Ministry of Kent UMC
Registration & Consent Form: 2018-2019 

YOUTH INFORMATION: 

Last Name: First Name: Grade & School: 

Home Phone: Mobile Phone: Date of Birth:  

Home Address: E-mail Address:

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION: 

Name(s): E-mail: (Is e-mail a good way to contact you? ☐yes ☐no)

Home Phone: Mobile/Work Phone: (Text? ☐yes ☐no) 

DRIVERS: Please list drivers who have permission to pick-up your son/daughter. 

YOUTH HEALTH INFORMATION:      required for attending any activity when the parent/guardian is not present 

Medications: list regular medications and proper dosage Special Needs/Situations: 
If your son/daughter has any physical, 
emotional, or medical limitations, 
please inform us so our leaders can 
provide appropriate support  

Medical Insurance: 

Company:  

Group #:  

Policy Number: 

Immunizations: 
Are the immunizations required for school 

current? ☐yes    ☐no

Date of last tetanus:  

Blood type (if known): 

Allergies/Sensitivities: Family Physician: 

Name:  

Phone: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: (someone who does not live with your youth) 

NAME(s) & Relation: Phone: 

NAME(s) & Relation: Phone: 

PARENT/GUARDIAN VOLUNTEER INFO: 

☐ First aider for events
☐ Fundraising

☐ Sunday morning leader
☐ Sunday night  leader

☐ Admin
☐ Serve activity planning



Consent for Participation, Transportation, and Emergency Care 

The undersigned do (does) hereby give permission for our (my) youth, ____________________ 

to attend and participate in activities sponsored by the Kent United Methodist Youth Ministry between the 

dates of June 1, 2018 and October 1, 2019. 

_______INITIAL             _______INITIAL 
The undersigned do (does) hereby give permission for our (my) youth, ____________________ 

to ride in any vehicle designated by the adult in whose care the minor has been entrusted while attending and 
participating in activities sponsored by Kent UMC. 

_______INITIAL             _______INITIAL 
We (I) authorize an adult, in whose care the minor has been entrusted, to consent to any x-ray, examination, 
anesthetic, medical, surgical, or dental diagnosis or treatment, and hospital care, to be rendered to the minor under 
general or special supervision and on the advice of any physician or dentist licensed under the provisions of the 
Medical Practice Act on the medical staff of a licensed hospital, whether such diagnosis or treatment is rendered at 
the office of said physician or at said hospital. 

The undersigned shall be liable and agree(s) to pay all costs and expenses incurred in connection with such medical 

and dental services rendered to the aforementioned youth pursuant to this authorization. 

Should it be necessary for our (my) youth to return home due to medical reasons or otherwise, the undersigned 

shall assume all transportation costs. 

PERMISSION FOR TEXT COMMUNICATIONS 
The undersigned do (does) hereby give permission for direct electronic & online communication between my 
youth and KUMC’s ministry staff and volunteers.  Texts will be sent using Remind, an educational group texting 

service. 

☐ Permission Denied      ☐ Permission Granted

MEDIA / SOCIAL MEDIA RELEASE 
Kent UMC Youth uses a public website, Facebook and Instagram pages to advertise our youth program to new members 
and to communicate information about activities to parents and students.  These communications are more fun, engaging 

and effective if we use photos, but to do that we need your permission. 

The undersigned do (does) hereby give permission for our (my) youth’s image in photographs or video to be 
used as marked by my selection(s) below for displays, distribution, publication, or transmission, in materials 
that include, but may not be limited to, printed brochures and newsletters, and videos and digital photographs 
posted on the Kent UMC website.  The youth’s name will not be printed.  

☐ Permission Denied      ☐ Within the Church Only     ☐ Unrestricted Use

RELEASE / DISCLAIMER 
I do hereby assume full responsibility for any and all damages, injuries (including death), or losses that my 
youth may sustain or incur, if any, while attending, practicing, witnessing, or participating in any church 
program occurring in or about the church premises or at any offsite location.  I hereby assume full risk, waive 
all claims and release and hold Kent UMC, its staff, or volunteers of said program or event, individually or 
otherwise, harmless for any and all claims for injuries or damages. 

I am fully aware and understand that Kent UMC does not have on or about the church premises, or employ or contract 
with any medical services, provisions for ordinary or emergency medical services. 

In consideration of my youth’s participation in and the use of the Church’s facilities, I hereby release and 
covenant not to sue the Church, its owners, shareholders, directors, officers, employees, representatives, agents, 
and lessees from any and all claims resulting from any physical injury that may occur to my youth while 
participating in any program or event sponsored by Kent UMC. 

Parent/Guardian Name  __________________________________________  Date ________________ 

Signature ________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name  __________________________________________  Date ________________ 

Signature ________________________________________________ 




